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easy for a psychiatrist to label a person’s dis-
agreement with the psychiatrist’s political be-
liefs a mental disorder. For example, a feder-
ally funded school violence prevention pro-
gram lists “intolerance” as a mental problem
that may lead to school violence. Because “in-
tolerance” is often a code word for believing in
traditional values, children who share their
parents’ values could be labeled as having
mental problems and a risk of causing vio-
lence. If the mandatory mental-health screen-
ing program applies to adults, everyone who
believes in traditional values could have his or
her beliefs stigmatized as a sign of a mental
disorder. Taxpayer dollars should not support
programs that may label those who adhere to
traditional values as having a “mental dis-
order.”

In order to protect our nation’s children from
mandatory mental health screening, | have in-
troduced introduce the Parental Consent Act
(H.R. 2218). This bill forbids Federal funds
from being used for any universal or manda-
tory mental-health screening of students with-
out the express, written, voluntary, informed
consent of their parents or legal guardians.
This bill protects the fundamental right of par-
ents to direct and control the upbringing and
education of their children. | hope all my col-
leagues will cosponser H.R. 2218.

———

UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION
EXTENSION ACT OF 2009

SPEECH OF

HON. RUSH D. HOLT

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 5, 2009

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, | rise in strong sup-
port of the emergency extension of unemploy-
ment benefit passed yesterday for States with
high rates of unemployment like my home
state of New Jersey. Today’s passage of the
Worker, Homeownership, and Business As-
sistance Act of 2009 is the final step before it
is presented to President Obama for his signa-
ture.

As | said in September when we first con-
sidered this measure, | hear all the time from
central New Jersey residents who are working
hard each day to find a new job. Recently, a
Mercer County resident wrote me to say his
wife had been out of work for 11 months. He
wrote to say, “The jobs are just not available
for her to go back to work.” This bill answers
his plea and the pleas of countless other out
of work New Jersey residents to extend unem-
ployment benefits while they continue to
search for employment.

In tough economic times, Congress and the
President have worked together to extend un-
employment benefits when needed. The pre-
vious extensions of unemployment insurance
during this current recession have helped
many New Jersey residents keep a roof over
their head and food on the table when times
were tough. In this tight job market and with
the economy just starting to show signs of re-
covery, there are still six unemployed workers
for each job opening and more than 5 million
people who have been unemployed for more
than 6 months.

The Unemployment Compensation Exten-
sion Act of 2009, H.R. 3548, would extend by
14 weeks unemployment benefits for individ-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

uals who have exhausted their current benefits
in all States and by an additional 6 weeks for
individuals who live in States with an unem-
ployment rates above 8.5 percent.

Our Government must help those in need
as they seek new work. Morally, it is the right
thing to do and the economists tell us that un-
employment benefits are one of the most cost-
efficient and fast-acting forms of economic
stimulus.

The bill does not add to the deficit, by off
setting its cost with a 1 year extension of a
employment tax that has been in place for 30
years.

Once this bill is signed into law it is esti-
mated that the extension of unemployment
benefits will help more than 1.3 million out of
work employees.

—

RECOGNIZING THE REDEDICATION
OF THE W.T. WOODSON HIGH
SCHOOL

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Saturday, November 7, 2009

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to recognize the rededication of
the W.T. Woodson High School in Fairfax
County, Virginia. The W.T. Woodson High
School has consistently been recognized as
one of the top ranked schools in the country
and continues to educate and shape our fu-
ture leaders. | am proud to recognize the ac-
complishments of this school and all the stu-
dents and faculty who have been a part of its
storied history.

The W.T. Woodson High School first
opened its doors to students in 1962. At this
time, Woodson was not only the largest school
in Fairfax County but the largest in the Com-
monwealth of Virginia. Built on a dairy farm,
Woodson’s campus continues to be the larg-
est high school campus in Fairfax County.

Woodson High School was named in honor
of the late superintendent of the Fairfax Coun-
ty Schools Mr. Wilbert Tucker Woodson. Mr.
Woodson dedicated himself to his community
and to the students of Fairfax County from
1921 to 1961. He inspired a tradition of serv-
ice to community, and dedication to a well-
rounded education that is still shared today.
Today, Woodson continues to be recognized
for having the best teachers in the county, a
distinguished arts program led by their chorale
and theater programs, and one of the most
competitive sports programs.

While Chairman of the Fairfax County Board
of Supervisors, and a parent of a Woodson
student, | was proud to be a partner in the
renovations to the W.T. Woodson High
School. Together with parents, faculty, and
community leaders, we were successful in se-
curing funds to start the much needed renova-
tion to this school. Renovations to Woodson
began in 2005 and were completed this year.
As a result of our community’s commitment to
investments in education, we were able to cre-
ate a new fine arts wing, renovate the cafe-
teria, expand and remodel the auditorium, as
well as make improvements to classrooms
and athletic facilities.

Woodson is an example of the culmination
of the efforts of a community that came to-
gether for a common goal. Our community re-
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alized the critical investments we must make
in our nation’s future by providing a positive
community oriented learning experience for
our children. | ask my colleagues to join me in
celebrating the accomplishments of the W.T.
Woodson High School and its community’s
commitment and dedication to our students
and the future leaders of our country.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. LINDA T. SANCHEZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Saturday, November 7, 2009

Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of California.
Madam Speaker, due to illness, | was unable
to be present in the Capitol for votes on
Thursday, November 5, 2009. However, had |
been present | would have voted “yea” on:

(1) H. Con. Res. 210—providing for the
House, upon completion of The Affordable
Health Care for America Act, to adjourn until
November 16, 2009.

(2) H. Res. 893—Congratulating the 2009
Major League Baseball World Series Cham-
pions, the New York Yankees.

(3) H.R. 3788—To designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
3900 Darrow Road in Stow, Ohio, as the “Cor-
poral Joseph A. Tomci Post Office Building.”

(4) S. 1211—To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 60
School Street, Orchard Park, New York, as
the “Jack F. Kemp Post Office Building.”

(5) Thompson Amendment to H.R. 2868
Chemical Facility Anti-Terrorism Act of 2009.
(“aye”)

(6) Final Passage of H.R. 2868—Chemical
Facility Anti-Terrorism Act of 2009.

Also, | would have voted “no” on:

(1) Barton Amendment to H.R. 2868 Chem-
ical Facility Anti-Terrorism Act of 2009.

(2) Dent (PA)/Olson (TX) Amendment to
H.R. 2868 Chemical Facility Anti-Terrorism Act
of 2009.

(3) Dent (PA) Amendment to H.R. 2868
Chemical Facility Anti-Terrorism Act of 2009.

(4) McCaul (TX) Amendment to H.R. 2868
Chemical Facility Anti-Terrorism Act of 2009.

(5) Motion to Recommit H.R. 2868 to H.R.
2868 Chemical Facility Anti-Terrorism Act of
2009.

——————

AFFORDABLE HEALTH CARE FOR
AMERICA ACT (H.R. 3962)

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Saturday, November 7, 2009

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Madam Speaker, pas-
sage of the Affordable Health Care for Amer-
ica Act marks the most important single step
in 100 years in addressing the health care
needs of American families. For the first time,
the U.S. government has dealt comprehen-
sively with the entire health care system.

Tonight | voted for every Oregonian who
has faced bankruptcy when they've lost their
care or has been denied coverage because of
a pre-existing condition. Tonight, | voted to
protect every Oregonian who has health insur-
ance but sees their costs rising every year.
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